sideration. Although this document is not 
legally binding, you who care for me will, 
I hope, feel morally bound to follow its 
mandate. I recognize that it places a 
heavy burden of responsibility upon you, 
and it is with the intention of sharing that 
responsibility and of mitigating any feel- 
ings of guilt that this statement is made. 
Signed, Date, Witnessed by:. 
Representative Connie Chun _intro- 
duced this year’s House living will bill 
with co-sponsor Representative Bertrand 
Kobayashi. Senator Clifford Uwaine in- 
troduced similar legislation in the Senate 
last year and it was passed ... Senator 
Benjamin Cayetano, chairman of the 


Senate Health Committee, feels that 
“doctors should welcome this bill” ... 
Otherwise doctors using their discretion- 
ary powers and fulfilling their patients’ 
living wills may be committing a criminal 
offense Otto Neurath, director of 
geriatric education at the U.H. Medical 
School, has been an outspoken supporter 
of living will legislation for years .. . But 
to the surprise and consternation of the 
bill supporters, other physicians and the 
30 members of the HMA’s Committee on 
Medical, Ethical, Moral, and Legal Con- 
cerns are opposed to the legislation. The 
HMA’s position is as follows: “The 


HMA supports the intent of ‘living wills’ 
but the legislative method raises enough 
issues and concerns that we feel it would 
be best to avoid statutory involvement, at 
least for the present time.” Laurens 
White, a cancer specialist from San Fran- 
cisco, reports that California passed a 
similar legislation in 1977, but “‘it hasn’t 
accomplished a damn thing . Only 
about 1,000 people have taken advantage 
of the bill since it took effect. Many of 
those who could use such ‘a living bill 
cannot in California because the law is 
too specific . .. People who need it don’t 
sign it... People who do, don’t need it.” 
(Ed. And so it goes... Ad infinitum . . .) 
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